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13, and requiring an admittedly low standard in a good number
of subjects. In order to realize the effects of this arrangement,
it is enough to examine the examiners, i.e. to peruse the
papers which are set year after year, and to get acquainted with
the tips and dodges which are employed in order to enable
even the average pupil to pass. One is then prepared to accept
the verdict that "boys so taught are in such a state of mental
confusion that they cannot be taught with effect in the ordinary
classes, and they have lost the desire for knowledge with which
almost everyone starts. ... It is a system which no tinkering
with the papers can mend—the right course is to end it."1 It
is right to add that the preparatory schoolmaster was almost
helpless in the matter, since he had to take his marching orders
from an outside authority*
(d) Elementary schools   In the English elementary schools the
principle of an annual examination,
conducted by an impartial outsider in the person of an inspec-
tor, prevailed from 1862 for about thirty-five years. The exami-
nation was individual in what were deemed the essential
subjects, and by classes or groups in other subjects.   The
amount of the Government subsidy was largely based upon the
results of the examination. This was the plan, alike famous and
infamous, known as payment by results. But there is obviously
no necessary connection between examination and payment,
and it has been suggested in some quarters that the former
might advantageously be revived without the latter. In effect,
the principle of an external examination was applied to selected
pupils at an early age, because of the competition for places
at the secondary and selective central schools.   A clear dis-
tinction must always be made, however, between educa-
tional and competitive examinations.   No one pretends that
competitive examinations are educational.   But likewise no
1 C Norwood in The Times Educational Supplement, 22nd Sept.
1928.

